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Global chemicals and waste

management
Strategic Approach to

International Chemicals

Management (SAICM) Stockholm Convention

Montreal Protocol > 184 Parties

(Ozone Depleting Substances) ) .
> 30 Persistent Organic Pollutants

Minamata Convention (PORSRSTEViewiApioces

(Mercury) > Control production, use,

import/export, unintentional releases,
waste management

Basel Convention

> 188 Parties
> Hazardous wastes/other wastes

Rotterdam Convention

> 164 Parties

> Environmentally sound management

(ESM) > 52 chemicals +review process
> Prevention and minimization > PIC procedure for Annex Il chemicals,
> PIC procedure (control information exchange

transboundary movements)



Overview of international and regional instruments

* General Assembly Resolutions
* SDGs
* UNEA Resolutions/AHEG

Pollution-oriented agreements Chemicals and waste-oriented agreements

« UNCLOS
* International Watercourses Convention

* Basel Convention
* Stockholm Convention

* London Convention, London Protocol e SAICM

« MARPOL Annex V

* Honolulu Strategy

* Global Program of Action (GPA)
» [IMO Action Plan

Regional instruments

Biodiversity-oriented agreements

« Convention on Biological Diversity » Regional Seas Conventions

» Convention on the Conservation of » Regional Seas LBS/A Protocols

Migratory Species of Wild Animals 7 Action Plam to Combat « Marine Litter Action Plans
« UN Fish Stock Agreement ) ction =tan to Lomba . i
g | Marine Litter (2015) Bamako Convention
* FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible *  Waigani Convention

G20 Action Plan on Marine
Litter (2018)

Fisheries



The Basel Convention and Plastic Waste

Control transboundary movements,
ensure environmentally sound
management, promote reduction;
Effective as of 1 January 2021

Technical
guidelines on ESM

Define ESM of plastic waste, helps
understand details of the
implication of the amendments;
revised technical guidelines to be
considered at Basel COP-15

Partnership on
Plastic Waste

Multistakeholder platform;

Membership open to Parties & observers
(205 members from 106 entities);

4 project groups established;

23 pilot projects selected

Technical assistance

Support developing countries and
countries with economies in transition

Plastic waste
inventory

Inventory toolkit; essential for
ESM strategy and reporting;
draft inventory guidance to be
considered at Basel COP-15

Support information exchange

Further activities

Possible further activities under the Basel
Convention to address plastic waste in
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/20 will be
revised based on comments and
considered at Basel COP-15

COP invited information on certain plastic
waste (Resins and fluorinated polymers)
for consideration at Basel COP-15

Possible future assessment of
effectiveness of the measures taken
under the Convention to address
plastic waste to be considered at
Basel COP-15



Basel Convention Plastic Waste Amendments

76

BASEL CONVENTION
Annex Il
Plastic waste, oo’ ‘
including mixtures T G -
g S N S Prior
> Informed
Consent
BC-14/12: (PIC)
Plastic Waste Annex VIII
Amendments Hazardous plastic waste
Effective 1 Jan 2021

%

Annex IX

Clean plastic waste for
recycling

AN
AA

+ Plastic Waste Partnership
+ Technical Guidelines

+ Further action...



Expected Impacts of the Plastic Waste Amendments

Technical guidelines on
. plastic waste; and other

Enore latpls ¢ . guidance and tools of the
readily recyclable . Basel Convention
: Promote
Promote Sustainable 3
Promote ESM Environmentally Sound

Production and

Consumption e

Minimize the generation of plastic waste Promote SPC Ensure availability of adequate

by innovative design, alternatives, disposal facilities for ESM of plastic
reduce hazardous additives behavioral waste is located, to the extent

change, EPR, tax, incentives... possible, within the country

Combat plastic /

pollution pollution

Waste Management

Prevent
dumping

Prevent dumping

Global/ regloggl{:rar\]t;cr)]rgz! Plastic waste not readily recyclable are not
Human rights: SDGs _ traded without consent / ESM capacity




Basel Convention Plastic Waste Partnership (PWP)

Objective

Improve and promote ESM
of plastic waste at the
global, regional and national
levels and prevent and
minimize its generation

Modalities
Working group and 4
project groups; steering
group for pilot projects

PLASTIC WASTE PARTNERSHIP

A PARTNERSHIP OF THE BASEL CONVENTION

Canada, European Union,
France, Germany, Japan,
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland

1. Prevention and minimization
2. Collection, recycling and
other recovery, incl. financing
3. Transboundary movements
4. Outreach, education,
awareness raising

Membership
' "\ Working group open to . .
D) Parties and observers; Pilot projects

%

205 reps of 106 entities 23 pilot projects selected in 2021 for

implementation by Parties, Regional
Centres and other not-for-profit entities




LIFE IS SHORT

Average useful life of various plastic items, by industrial sector, in years
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[ Colorants &

Functional additives include for Colorant are substances such Fillers are added to change and Reinforcement are used to NIAS are chemicals that

example stabilizers, antistatic as dyes or pigments added to improve physical properties of reinforce or improve tensile arrive in products from
agents, flame retardants, give color to plastic. Some of plastics. They can be minerals, strength, flexural strengthand  processes such as reaction
plasticizers, lubricants, slip them are added to give a metals, ceramics, bio-based, stiffness of the material. E.g. by-products or break down
agents, curing agents, foaming bright transparent color. gases, liquids, or even other glass fibres, carbon fibres, etc.  products

agents, biocides, etc. polymers.

Sources: Hansen et al. (2013). lllustration by GRID-Arendal (2020).




‘§ Plastic additives, contaminants/by-products

Elimination

PFOA, its salts and PFOA-related compounds
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t@ BRS technical assistance for | 'ﬁf SGWP

A1) combating plastic pollution
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TBM ESM Additives

Effective Improve ESM

Reduce the risk
control of TBM of plastic waste

\ from hazardous
of plastic waste

constituents, e.g.
POPs in plastic
WENIS
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patome . Jan 2019 to Jun 2022
S BRS-Norad-1 PrOJECt USD 17 ntwillion

Pilot Testing for Innovation and Improvement

1. Plastic waste 3. Legal and
inventory [data] institutional
Need to know the extent of plastic fra mework

waste at the national level that
needs to be managed, including
import/export. Essential for
evaluating the impact of measures
taken, achievements of projects.

Ensure that the legal and
institutional framework is
adequate and in line with the
Basel Convention requirements.

2. ESM strategy 4. Awareness and
Plan and strategize the enforcement

environmentally sound management
of plastic waste at the national level,
from prevention and minimization
to final disposal; involving all
stakeholders - private sector,
informal sector, general public.

Training, education,
communication etc. to raise
awareness of the specialists
and general public.




Knowledge and capacity-building in Malawi + Zimbabwe
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Plastics in the mountains and remote areas projects

. - Schweizer Alpen-Club SAC
Club Alpin Suisse
. - Club Alpino Svizzero

Club Alpin Svizzer

» Strengthen capacity and awareness in
remote and mountainous areas to
reduce the amounts of plastic waste
and to ensure its environmentally
sound management

;‘<‘W -,
UN &
environment L )
programme

(6:R:1'0) FYUIAA

A Centre eollaborating with UNEP

D
S

PLASTIC IN THE MOUNTAINS
AND REMOTE AREAS

PERCENTAGE OF MOUNTAIN AREA PER COUNTRY

KYRGYZSTAN 90.7%
TAJIKISTAN 91.9%
~—— NEPAL 80.7%
BHUTAN 98.8%

. KOSOVO* 80.2% VA
I\ vonTenecross.sw
SWITZERLAND&B.G%*{
FYROM** 85.5% R

o

L ARMENIA 85.9%

LEBANON 81.1%

» Mountain area as percentage of
total country area

. Less than 20%

Launching the first-ever global survey on ,
waste in mountains: Add your voice ( -

T From 40% to 60%

Criteria for mountains (as defined by UNEP-WOME, 2002): I From 60% to 80%
+ Elevation > 300 m & local elevation range > 300 m 1 I More than 80%
* Elevation > 1 000 m & slope > 5° #——— LESOTHO 90.5%

https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/hkhvmh L e

‘Source: Analysis by GRID-Arendal, 2016. Mountains derived from US Geological Survey National Mapping Division, EROS Data Center (E0C) (1336) GTOPO30. ** Former Yigosiar Republic of Macedonia



https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/hkhvmh

M%SGP Small Grant Programme on Plastic Waste (g & Norad

14 pilot projects

@ First round
(" Second round

ESM/TBM in Central America

Honduras, Guatemala, Panama

BCRC/SCRC-Panama

Single-use plastics

BCRC-Canbbean

Argentina

BCRC-Argentina

Certification of plastic recycling ——

Inventory, ESM strategles in the CEE region

Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Georgia, Moldova, North Macedonia

ESM, policy, awareness

Kyrgyzstan

TBEM and recycling in ASEAN

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Myanmar, Philippines

BCRC/SCRC-Indonesia

Public procurement BCRC-Slovakia BCRC-Russian Federation
Albania
BCRC-Slovakia
™~ ®
. . Innavative ESM
Plastic recovery kiosk ® India
Niger SCRC-India
BCRC-SCRC-Senegal \ /
® o
Eco bags ®
/
/ Jordan

ESM/TBM ® BCRC-Egypt
Nigeria ° o
BCCC-Africa .
__,,--f"’
Municipal ESM
South Africa Zambia
BCRC/SCRC-South Africa BCRC/SCRC-South Africa

Single-use plastics

Cambodia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka

ESM/TBM in the southern African region

BCRC/SCRC-China

Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, Tanzania,




Recycling, TBM Recycling, TBM

Ed'uc‘at'ion,' Thailand Lao PDR
mtnimization

P I aS t i C WaS t e Nepal BCRC SEA Chemical and Waste Management

Collection, recycling, education Thailand Division, Department of Pollution
. HECAF360 Control and Monitoring
P art n e r S h I p Palestinian Territories Recycling
PLASTIC WASTE pARTNERSHIP SRWM TUHH Myanmar Ml Recycling, TBM
: : Recycling, Building . Cambodia
23 plIOt prOJects Prevention, awareness Markets it
awareness : BCRC China Department of
Prevention Afghanistan Hazardous Substance
4 Eritrea ini
minimization : SWRO chﬂag:\%f::\:;nl;/hmstry
Nigeri Mai Nefhi TBM
Igeria College of i
Tt Science ik,
BCCC-Nigeria Cambodia
BCRC China Waste
PWMA management
Collection, Sierra Leone Vietnam
education
. EFA Clear Rivers
Brazil
Cooperlinia .
Recycling, TBM
Philippines
.\ Environmental
Management
Education, Bureau
awareness \ Collection,
recycling
A Recycling, TBM
Kenya
CREPD M q
alaysia
CEJAD IPEN
Enforcement
Division, Department
Education, awareness eSS Awareness of Environment
minimization Plastic waste )
Angola management system Maldives
‘ ’\ INGA NWA Uganda Tanzania Ministry of Policy, legislation
L ) National Environment : X - Environment, Kiribati
BASEL CONVENTION Management Authority Vice President's Office Republic of
Maldives MELAD




Key Interventions

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.

Make use of Basel guidelines, guidance, tools

39S
Tackle source of .
plastic waste

Preventing and minimizing the generation of
plastic waste are key to address the
challenges posed by plastic waste. This
includes measures relating to the design and
manufacturing of plastic products (notably
packaging) as well as the reduction of single-
use plastic products.

Waste
management

Promoting the environmentally sound and efficient
management of plastic waste, for example by
improving the collection, transport, treatment and
recycling of plastic waste, by improving or creating
markets for recycled materials made from plastic

waste are key to addressing the challenges posed by
plastic waste.

Prioritize hot-spot and low-income countries,
avoid duplication

Coordinate and cooperate among IPs
Communicate and share information

*
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Support for
controlling trade
in plastic waste

National legislations and enforcement;
collection of data and reporting on trade in
plastic waste; combat illegal traffic; ensure
effective and sustainable recycling route and
local capacity for managing plastic waste.

Hazardous
constituents

Challenges linked to the recycling of some plastic
waste streams should be properly researched,
notably looking at the composition of these
wastes and the presence of hazardous
constituents (e.g. POPs). This will have direct

impact on reducing risks to human health and
biodiversity.



Susan Wingfield

Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm conventions
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Tel.: +41 22 917 8406
Email:

susan.wingfield@brsmeas.org




