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"A built environment that supports the regeneration of resources and

natural systems, providing socio-economic benefit through a thriving

circular economy.”

The 2030 goal: “The sustainable management and efficient use of

natural resources within the built environment, achieving zero waste to

landfill targets and working towards a built environment with net zero

whole life resource depletion.” 

The 2050 goal: “A built environment with net zero whole life resource

depletion, working towards restoration of resources and natural

systems within a thriving circular economy.” 

Vision and goals



The built environment - The context

Source:https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/circular-economy-summary-paper-and-survey---final.pdf 



From efficiency to circularity 

Efficiency Sustainability Circularity  

Circularity not formally
recognized In buildings,
energy efficiency, waste

minimisation.

Circularity begins being
embedded into sustainability
strategy. This means tracking

upfront carbon emissions
reductions; recycling rates and

reduced waste to landfill
targets

 

 

Circularity is integrated as a
core strategy. This means
looking at virgin materials

and reused materials;
products with product

stewardship commitments;
products as a service that

include repairability; lifetime
extension of plant and

i
Source:https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/circular-economy-summary-paper-and-survey---final.pdf 



EXAMPLE - CIRCULAR STRATEGIES

Better operational waste management

Offsite construction of modular elements

Use of waste heat and energy or biomass fuels

Better outcomes for materials at end-ofuse, including

on-site reuse and downstream processing

Circular green procurement, such as recycled

content, low-carbon materials 

Circularity integrated into building design (modular,

re-use, deconstruction)

ource:https://gbca-web.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/circular-economy-summary-paper-and-survey---final.pdf 







Enablers 



1. Capacity building/Communicaton 

Circularity in the built environment
Language
Technical knowledge
Case studies
Sustainable business models  

Products
Technologies
Strategies
Practices
Resources and tools

          (incl. demand side)



2. Innovation

Technology, products and services
New business models
New ownership models (product as a
service)
Research and development
Support to innovation
Living lab - pilot/testing.showcase
Market support and adoption
Capacity building



3. Finance 

Support business models
Atrracting and tapping into funds
Rewarding best practices
Financing of the enablers
Common language



4. Voluntary certifications /Regulations

Rating
Building certifications (language/KPIs)
Certifications as primers for regulations

Inspire from other taxnonomies,
standards
Roadmaps
Regulations (Life Cycle Analysis - LCA,
Environmental Product Declarations -
EPD/material passports)



5. Collaboration

Stakeholders (incl. across region)
Incentives to collaborate
Platform

Policies
Specifications 
Best practices
Knowledge sharing
Information
Adoption
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