
Transitioning to a zero waste strategy 

in the food sector in Mauritius 



1/3 of the food we 
produce is wasted ! 



In Mauritius, food is the 

1st 
source of waste  



has huge consequences  
 

279 kilos 
of food  

every minute 
 

Wasting 



It’s an ethical problem 

when 

24.3% 

of children suffer from 

malnutrition 



It’s an economical problem when 

Rs 3 billion 

are lost every year because of 

food wastage 

*calculations based on $468 per ton of food)   



It’s an environmental problem 

when 

28% of global land 

is used to produce  

food that is then wasted 



What are the steps to transition to a 

zero food waste strategy? 



Let’s not reinvent the wheel 
 

Prevent 

Feed people 

Feed animals 

Compost or 
Energy 

Landfill 



Have a National Food Waste Strategy 

Set a financial funding commitment over 24 months to: 
 

1.support an independent organisation that will develop an 

implementation plan and a monitoring and evaluation framework 

  
 

1.have a National Food Waste Baseline to monitor and track 

progress  
 

 



An example of the baseline calculation 
 



Based on the strategy,  
what actions could be put into place? 

 

Laws 

1. Change the 

date labeling law 

2. Put in place a 

liability protection for 

food donations 

3. Enable deduction of 

value of food surplus 

donations from CSR 

4. Ban businesses from 

throwing away edible 

food 

5. Increase landfill fee 6. Clarify guidance on 

food safety for 

donation  



The primary cause  

of food waste in Mauritius 

is that there is no difference 

between the  

expiry date & best before date  

*Based on a survey where 65% of food companies, totaling Rs 45 billion in turnover, 
said so 



France 

Australia 

Canada 

We are late with regards to developed countries 

Norway 

Mauritius 



Changing date labels 

could reduce food waste 

by 

nearly 25%!!! 

*Based on the average responses of a survey realized with mauritian food companies, totaling Rs 45 billion in 
turnover 



Its’ Impact? 

73 million meals*  

equivalent potentially saved 

● decreasing food insecurity 

● boosting social security 

● increasing productivity 

 

*25% reduction x 146 662 000 kgs  x 2 (as 1 meal = 0,5 kilo) 
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Example 

The Good Samaritan Food 

Donation Act 

in the US 

protects donors and recipients 

against liability. 
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Based on the strategy,  
what actions could be put into place? 

 

Government investment 

1. Fund national 

awareness 

campaigns 

2. Finance studies on 

food waste 

3. Support food waste 

awareness programs 

in schools  

4. Finance costs of 

donating agricultural 

products to charities 

5. Fund food recycling 

infrastructure such as 

composting  

6. Fund for donation 

storage and capacity  



WRAP awareness 

campaign 

28% food waste reduction  

in the UK!!! 
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Based on the strategy,  
what actions could be put into place? 

 

Private initiatives 

1. Create “imperfect” 

product lines 

2. Upcycle byproducts 3. Track food waste 

and its source 

4. Train employees 



Intermarché  

Imperfect Campaign 
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Marmite 

 

Example of a 

successful by product 



Based on the strategy,  
what actions could be put into place? 

 

Private initiatives 

1. Create “imperfect” 

product lines 

2. Upcycle byproducts 3. Track food waste 

and its source 

4. Train employees 



We train employees on food waste 

reduction practices 



FoodWise 



ABOUT US 

Our mission 

WE SAVE 

FOOD 
to empower people and 

protect our planet 
 

 



FoodWise 

Food 
Receiver 

Match offer and 
demand 

Coordination of 
donation 

Organisation du 
transport 

Assure un 
processus de 

donation 
efficace et 

sécurisé 

Contrôle et 
coordination 

des dons 
alimentaires 

Analyse de 
l’impact des 
donations 

Our solution 





What we bring to companies? 



We support more than 120 NGOs all around the 

island 





We raise awareness with 

children around food waste 



Let’s make a change together 
 

May 2022 

Contact: rebecca@foodwise.io 


