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Introduction

This comic strip has been developed to provide both primary and secondary school students a better understanding of the climate change related concepts. It addresses the following concepts:

• weather
• climate
• climate change
• causes and consequences of climate change
• taking mitigation measures to combat climate change and
• adaptation to changing climate

This comic trip is divided into two parts. Part I is mainly targeted to the primary school pupils. We believe that teachers can help them to learn the various concepts and issues addressed in 

the second part. While secondary school students would easily follow both part I and Part II.

Our ancestors have unknowingly damaged our environment to a large extent. This bad practice is being continued till today by many of us. Now it is high time that we become more informed 

and responsible citizen of the Republic of Mauritius and take care of our environment. In this way, we will surely achieve our Prime Minister's vision in making our country a green and sustainable 

island or 'Maurice Ile Durable'

We hope that you enjoy reading the comic strip. At the same time try to learn about climate change, how to reduce the causes and also to adapt to the changing climate.

Happy reading
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PArt 1

In this part, you will learn some important terms such as weather, climate and climate change 
and their causes and effects.
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HEY! I am enjoying  
so much today. 

Yesterday we could not 
go out due to rainfall.

Children discussing about weather...

what's weather?

Yeah, the weather 
is fine today.

Well, it is what we 
experience every hour,

or day like sunny,
cloudy, rainy...
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so, 
what does 

climate mean?

It is the average weather 
pattern over a period of

30 years or more.

hmm... i understand what the weather...
like, today morning the weather was rainy 

and now it is sunny...

but climate is different.
my teacher says that climate

of this region has changed over the past
30 years.

yeah...
you are right. 
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DISCUSSING ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE

what's climate 

change?

I GUESS TEMPERATURE 
is  RISING...

hey!...i heard my parents also
saying the same...

they say that climate is 
gradually changing.

there is climate change.

IT IS A CHANGE IN 
THE CLIMATE OVER 

TIME. 

WE ARE ALSO GETTING 
LOTS OF RAIN IN  

REGIONS WHERE IT DID 
NOT RAIN IN PREVIOUS 

YEARS.

WE GET DROUGHT IN PLACES WHERE 
IT USED TO RAIN REGULARLY.

SO, WHAT HAPPENS?
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Oh my god! 
There was so much 

destruction everywhere
LAST YEAR!

DID YOU NOTICE WE HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCING
frequent CYCLONEs OVER THE LAST 4 YEARS?

EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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indeed, we are now
witnessing stronger

cyclones.
Yeah... it is one of the 

indicators that shows our 
climate is no longer  same;  

it is changing.

I am getting 
scared...

No... we should not be  
scared, rather we should  

be careful in our actions and also be 
better prepared to face the situation...

what are the
other effects of 
climate change?
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we may also have more rain,
in a short period of time...

oh... this may 
lead to flash 

floods.

EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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yeah... we may see large
amount of stagnant water
everywhere during heavy 

rainfall...

...the water does not 
get time to drain 

properly and floods large  
areas at the same time.

More stagnant water  
means...more mosquitoes.

this may lead
to more
diseases.

so, we must be cautious
when there is flooding.
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but how come... some people's 
compounds get flooded from time to time 

even when there is no rainfall.

How does this 
happen?

where do they 
live?



14

Oh! yes... this is because of rise in 
sea level.

they live near
the beach.
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we may have water 
coming into our compounds

and on our roads.

beach activities such as fishing, 
swimming, sports, even tourist 
activities may all be affected.

The beaches are
also eroding.

We often see huge
waves striking our

beach barriers.

this means there is 
sea level rise...
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of course...
 we cannot see the slow 

rise in the sea level 
but it is happening...

but, I cannot see any 
sea level rise, 

can you?
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what's causing rise
in sea level?

this is due  to
two things, one is melting of 

ice in polar regions.

secondly, 
the water in the oceans 
is expanding due to heat.
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If all the ice melts, what 
will happen to these animals? they may die as their habitats 

will be destroyed
...with increasng temperature and a rise 
in the sea level, we could also lose 

more coral reefs...

...many marine 
lives will also

be affectedHow about 
coral reefs?
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so what's causing
the climate to change?

We are all contributing 
to climate change

... in various ways and all 
these lead to production of 
green house gases (GHG's) 
such as carbon dioxide and 

methane  

But... How?
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...by factories, farms, cattle, fertilisers, landfills, etc.
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How should we combat
climate change?

we must take steps to better adjust to the
climate changing environment.

we must reduce
emission of green 

house gases
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PArt 2

You have already seen some of the causes and effects of climate change . In this part, you 
will learn how we can reduce emission of GHGs especially carbon dioxide and also to adapt 
to the changing climate.
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Tell me, how we can reduce 
Green house gases?

Well, we can do this in  
different ways ...

... firstly, we can use  low 
or no carbon energy  

sources (cleaner energy 
sources)

Oh ... we can also use 
natural gas instead of coal 

... use renewable energy  like 
the solar  and  wind power ... 
even  geothermal power ...

... what next?
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but how?

Secondly, we must save 
energy or use energy 

efficiently ...

guess we can turn off 
lights and electrical 
appliances when not 

using them.
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... Hmm ... that will 
surely reduce our 
electricity bills.

... we can have  better 
heating and cooling 
design in buildings 

I have also seen 
people using fuel 

efficient vehicles...

 (e.g., solar 
water heaters, 
eco-friendly TV,  

refrigerators, etc

...(e.g hybrid cars) or 
use cars with alternate 

power source
e.g bio-fuel cars

Oh ... we can also use 
better insulation, energy 
efficient light bulbs  and 

other appliances
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Yeah  ... we can also walk or 
bike small distances or even 
travel by public transport or 

use car pooling.

less vehicles also mean less 
pollution, less traffic jam and less 

risk of accidents
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We can also capture 
methane from landfills 
and produce electricity.
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can't we also trap the main 
GHG, i.e carbon dioxide?

Of course, .... we  can trap carbon  
dioxide emissions at their source before 
they rise  in the atmosphere ... but this 

requires expensive technologies.

One simple way to trap  
carbon dioxide is to preserve 
our forests and also grow 

more plants.

we should plant as
many trees as we can.

we should also
avoid cutting down

of trees and ...

...EMBELLISH ANY 
ABONDONED LAND.
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we should also protect  fresh water bodies, wetlands, coastal 
areas and oceans ... as these bodies absorb lots of carbon 

dioxide ...

we need to protect our coral reefs, ...and mangrove forests.
they protect us  from storm surges, and they PROVIDE food and 

shelter TO many ANIMALS.
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we must ALSO change
our lifestyle and 

consume things that have 
low carbon content...

... what do you 
mean by this?

... we can buy locally grown 
and made goods (e.g foods)... 
which means that there will 
be no carbon dioxide emission 
DUE TO airplanes and trucks 

carrying them

 ... we can carry green bags to 
the shops ... it reduces the use 
of plastics... which pollute our 

environment



32

we must eat less meat ...

So far you have said how 
we can reduce effects

of climate change

we must choose simpler lifestyle ... 
opt for things that emit  

less carbon dioxide (e.g. fresh veg-
etables against frozen vegetables;   

USE regular toothbrush NOT  
electric ONE.

Tell me, what we can do 
to adapt to the  

changing climate.

regardless of where we live, we 
have to adapt  our activities - 
including eating  food, wearing 

clothes and appropriate  shelter - 
OUR economies and OUR communities 

to different seasonal cycles. 

it is good for health
and will also lead to  
less grazing AND LESS 
methane production.

am i using  
electricity
judiciously?
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We can harvest rainwater and 
grow drought resistant trees  

We must also have also appropriate 
plans to protect us from any  

climate related disasters   (e.g 
flood, drought, mosquitoes and 

cyclone)

.. We all need to keep learning about 
climate change and be ready to take 

any appropriate action to protect 
oneself and others.

With these mostly simple steps, we 
can both reduce the effects of 

climate change ... and also adapt 
to this changing climate...

slowly but surely!!!

What else ...  
we can do..
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Glossary of terms for comic strip

1. Adaptation: changing our habits and adjusting our plans according to the demands of the changing climate

2. Alternative energy: energy source that has less fossil fuel or not at all 

3. Bio-fuel: fuel derived from plants, like alcohol, bagasse and firewood

4. Car pooling: many persons travelling by same car rather than each person driving own vehicle

5. Clean energy: source of energy that does not cause pollution, like falling water

6. Coral bleaching: coral losing its natural colour, becoming white and dying due to pollution or heat

7. Eco-friendly: causing no pollution and leading to a healthy life

8. Energy efficient bulb: bulb that converts electricity mostly into light rather than heat

9. Expansion: increase in volume due to heating

10. Flash flood: a large amount of rain in a short time, leading to flooding

11. Fossil fuel: fuel like coal, gas and petrol that was formed deep under the ground

12. Geothermal: heat energy from the earth, like volcano

13. Global warming: rise in average temperature of land and water on the earth

14. Greenhouse effect: heat enters the greenhouse but is not able to go out, so the greenhouse gets warmer; in the same way heat enters the atmosphere but is not able to go out,

 this causes global warming

15. Greenhouse gas (GHG): gas like carbon dioxide which absorbs and retains heat

16. Hybrid car: car that runs with petrol as well as another source like an electric motor

17. Landfill: a place where garbage is thrown and then covered by soil 

18. Low carbon energy source: a source of energy that has low carbon content so it causes less pollution

19. Mitigation: any action that we take either to reduce emission of greenhouse gases or to absorb carbon dioxide already present in the atmosphere 

20. Renewable source of energy: a source of energy that is available even after continuous use, like energy from the sun and wind

21. Sea level rise: the level of water in the sea increasing due to melting of ice and due to expansion of sea water on heating

22. Stagnant water: water that is not absorbed by the soil, does not get drained away and remains on the surface for long time

23. Storm surge: abnormal rise in sea level due to strong wind and it can cause flooding of coastal areas

24. Wetland: big area of land that acts as filters for polluted water flowing from the mainland and thus parents dangerous substances from leaving into the sea.
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