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Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure for me to be in the midst of the Commonwealth family today, in the context of the celebration of the Commonwealth Day. At the very outset, I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the British High Commissioner for the invitation extended to me to attend this important event and address you on this timely theme of “Climate Change and Securing Climate Finance”. 
As you are all aware, around 50% of the 54 Members of the Commonwealth are small island states. It is a fact that climate change is adversely affecting all countries. However, scientific reports are confirming that climate change will be a more serious challenge for small island states. It is even becoming an existential issue threatening the very sustainability of the human race on planet earth. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Almost every day, on the global front, we are witnessing occurrences of extreme weather events of high intensity and magnitude with serious impacts, particularly, on small economies. These events are undermining assets, resources, and efforts invested over decades. The irony remains that the small island developing states have contributed the least to the issue of climate change and yet, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports, they along with Least Developed Countries are the ones which are being most hardly hit by adverse impacts of climate change. 

It is also very unfortunate to note that according to the 2019 Emission Gap Report, our planet is on a trend of global temperature rise that will reach around 3.2 degrees Celsius by the end of this century. Sub-Saharan Africa might even experience a rise of 4 degrees Celsius. The Emission Gap Report also states that greenhouse gas emissions must be cut down globally by 7.6 percent each year between 2020 and 2030 to meet the Paris Agreement target of keeping global temperature rise at 1.5 degree Celsius. It is also estimated that the planet needs to achieve global neutrality in terms of greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050 in order to have a chance to save the most vulnerable ones.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In the case of Mauritius, we are increasingly witnessing the devastating effects of climate change. We are regularly being quoted among the most vulnerable countries on the planet. According to the 2018 World Risk Report, we remain as the 10th country most exposed to natural hazards (out of a list of 180 countries).
As a matter of fact, we are enduring harsh extreme weather events such as flash floods every year which are impacting severely on the economy as well as the ecosystems and livelihoods. We are living with the looming threats of a Category-5 cyclone which may hit our island anytime during summer period. I understand that most of our infrastructures are not designed to resist Category-5 cyclonic conditions and we may lose years of hard earned development in a matter of hours.

With coral bleaching, our reef system, which is our natural barrier, is getting weakened over the years. We are also observing an accelerating beach erosion of nearly 20 m over the past 10 years which is due to sea level rise of the order of 5.6 mm per year. Although flash flood events are on the rise, long-term trend analysis reveals that precipitation has reduced by 8% over the last 50 years. According to the ‘SIDS in Numbers’ Report, Mauritius is projected to become a water-stressed country by 2025. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Securing climate finance, which is at the heart of resilience building, remains another major barrier. According to a recent study on Environment and Climate Change in Mauritius, commissioned by the UNDP, it has been estimated that about 2% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Mauritius is being invested every year on environment and climate change issues. To further strengthen its resilience and greenhouse gas emission reduction efforts, Government has revamped the National Environment Fund by injecting some USD 57 million to tackle flood management, coastal protection, and disaster risk reduction and management issues. I can say that this provision is far from being adequate as the implementation of urgent measures only for drain works and coastal protection works over the next 2 to 3 years will amount to 4 billion rupees (USD 110 million). I believe that the estimated financial implications as spelt out in the Mauritius Nationally Determined Contribution which is of the order of USD 5.5 billion for adaptation and mitigation measures are very conservative figures. It is really unfortunate, that Mauritius is being required to redirect financial resources which could have been channelled to address key issues such as poverty alleviation and social housing.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As announced in the Government Programme 2020-2024, Government is coming up with a number of measures, such as, investing in clean energy, shifting to a cleaner and greener Mauritius, mitigating risks from climate change, improving waste management and circular economy, amongst others. As a follow up of the “Assise de L’Environnement”, held by my Ministry last December, my Ministry is coming up with a Master Plan soon. A Climate Change Bill will also be a reality for the Republic of Mauritius. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In its attempt to build resilience, Mauritius is highly appreciative of efforts being made by the Commonwealth Secretariat, inter alia, by extending technical supports to Member States and easing the process of access to finance through the Commonwealth Climate Finance Access Hub. It is worth noting that since September 2016, and in the wake of the official endorsement by the Commonwealth Heads of Government and States in Malta in November 2015, Mauritius is a proud host of the Commonwealth Climate Finance Access Hub. 
I wish to acknowledge that the Hub has been in the forefront in preparing and developing pipeline projects and strengthening synergies for resource mobilisation with multilateral implementing entities. It has also helped to enhance capacity required to deal with adaptation measures and mitigation actions at country level. Indeed, the Hub, has strengthened institutional capacity and supported policy development in Mauritius through the deployment of a National Adviser on Climate Finance in the Climate Change Division since May 2017.  The National Adviser has been working jointly with concerned stakeholders on a number of projects, to mention a few:
i. preparation of Concept Notes for some 18 projects;

ii. facilitating workshops on preparation of bankable projects, and 
iii. enlisting support of institutions such as Climate Technology Centre and Network, African Development bank and others.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
In addition to its mandate to ensure capacity development of the vulnerable Member States, the Hub also facilitates long-term strategy to unlock access to climate finance. This is vital in respect to the implementation of Mauritius Nationally Determined Contributions.

For this specific purpose, the Hub places advisers on a long-term basis at regional and national level within Small Island Developing States, Least Developed Countries and other countries in Africa.
I have no doubt that the Hub will continue to play a key role in assisting Member States in building greater resilience in face of the looming challenges posed by climate change. We acknowledge the support of Australia in the operationalisation of the Hub and support from the UK government contributing to the Hub’s expanded operations. We would welcome similar contributions from other countries as well.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you are aware, the 26th Meeting of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework on Climate Change will be held in Glasgow late this year. Climate finance will be one of the major issues on the Agenda. For small island states, it needs to be part of the climate deal. The more so as we enter the “decade of action” on climate and sustainable development, COP 26 needs to enable an acceleration in the transformation towards a more socially responsible and inclusive financial system, one that serves both people and the planet. 
Our Commonwealth family can lead by playing a more prominent role. We need to have an enhanced collaboration and support amongst Members in terms of cooperation, capacity building and financial supports. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

To conclude, allow me to reiterate the entrenching commitment of my Ministry to work hand in hand with the Commonwealth family in the achievement of ambitious vision and goal for the creation of a better world by taking up effectively the global challenge of climate change.

I seize this opportunity to thank the Commonwealth which has been, since past years, a pioneer partner of Government in bringing meaningful and people centered development in the country.

I would like also to thank his Excellency, Keith Allan, British High Commissioner.  
With these words, I thank you all for your kind attention.
